Education in Britain





The  British system of education can be divided into two sections, the state school and system and the independent sector: 





a) The selective system offers three types of schools for a child; grammar schools (more oriented towards the classics and oriented towards a university education), technical schools (whose number is not very great) and secondary modern schools (for all children who cannot attend the first two).  The eleven + exam (abolished in some areas) and other criteria decide which school a child can attend.





b) The comprehensive system has differently gifted pupils in one school, and a streaming system then offers various possibilities to the pupils.


The independent sector  comprises a wide variety of schools which children can attend (after attending independent preparatory schools or state primary schools) after passing a kind of entrance examination.


The public schools are the most famous and best known independent schools. 





The basic problem of British education lies in the fact that there is no common, but a dual system of education, which sustains inequality. In the 1970s the antagonism between supporters of the Grammar Schools and of the Comprehensive Schools split the country. After the almost complete abolition of the tripartite system in favour of an egalitarian system, the more profound dualism between publicly maintained state schools and the fee-paying private schools continues to exist in the 90s:





Comprehensive Schools


		


For:�
Against:�
�
provide a social mixture


provide greater equality


give more chances to more children


forge young people capable of dealing with all social levels in their later lives�
lower academic standards


bad reputation b.o. truancy and vandalism 


reduction in spending by authorities on state schools


too big, but current demographic trends are making schools smaller�
�



Public schools





For:�
Against:�
�
high academic standards        


house system (groups of 50 


under the care of a housemaster )    


carefully selected teachers    


a high staffing ratio (i.e. small classes)           


high  proportion of successful students 


�
favour an educational elite 


are only available to a few whose families can afford it 


are old fashioned in clinging to traditions (uniforms, sport) 


favour social isolation from other classes which will be a handicap for the schoolboy’s later careers 


promote arrogance and snobbishness in Public Schools students�
�



The root of the educational problem in England is the social importance of the private schools, constituting only 6% of all schools. More and more middle-class parents doubt the efficiency of the Comprehensive Schools and try at all costs to enrol their children at on of the Public Schools. Private education is generally deemed superior.
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