Compare the way Eliza and Rita behave in these scenes.  (60-80 words) 





The first striking similarity between Eliza and Rita is obviously their strong determination to achieve what they want. 


Although at the beginning, Higgins makes an outright refusal to teach Eliza, she perseveres with her demand to be taught by him. Her remarks about the taxi and the way she addresses Higgins show that she is not in the least self-conscious about her background.


Rita’s attitude towards Frank is less brusque than the one Eliza displays towards Higgins. Her manner is forthright and she openly tells Frank about her situation.. In the end, when Frank refuses to teach her, she almost forces him to do otherwise.    (88 words)





What do Higgins’ and Frank’s reactions to their future pupils reveal about their  characters?    (80-100 words)





Whereas Higgins’ behaviour towards Eliza is rude and sometimes even insolent, Frank displays a much more sensitive attitude towards Rita.


The source of Higgins’ refusal to teach Eliza is simply the fact that he deems the prospect of teaching her not worthwhile for himself. It is obvious that he is far from considering Eliza’s situation.


Quite the opposite is discernible in Frank’s attitude. His refusal to teach Rita seems to stem from the fact that he regards himself as a bad teacher, who is not able to fulfil Rita’s expectations. He is very much aware of his own shortcomings  and openly admits that he has an alcohol problem.  (108 words)





In what way is this scene typical of Higgins’ attitude towards women in general and Eliza in particular?    (Refer to the rest of the play)   (120-160 words)





Higgins as a confirmed bachelor is totally indifferent to women in general, but one can get the impression that he treats women as even more inferior than men, for he would never treat, for instance, Pickering in the same way he treats Eliza. It is obvious that he either tries to bully Eliza into submission or coaxes her if he wants something from her. From the way he speaks to Pickering about Eliza, , and his complete lack of understanding for Eliza’s reaction towards these statements, one can deduce his general inability to deal with women in general and with Eliza as a poor girl with bad manners in particular. This inability and unwillingness to change his attitude can be found in other scenes of the play as well. A striking example is Higgins behaviour after the successful ambassador’s garden party, where, back at his home, he totally neglects Eliza and even can not understand why she is dejected and furious. The same ignorance becomes obvious in the last scene, where Higgins tries to get Eliza back and is incapable of understanding the reasons for her running away.


                                                                                          (188 words)








Outline the relationship between Rita and her husband and describe how Rita’s course influences her marriage. (Refer to this scene, but also to the rest of Act I)  (120-180 words)





From what we learn through Rita’s conversations with Frank her relationship with Denny seems to have been the normal love relationship most teenager sooner or later go through and which eventually ends in marriage. At one stage of their life together, she must have been quite fond of the man who proposed to her, and now wants her to have a baby. This safe and rather uneventful life came to a grinding halt when she felt that she could not take it any longer and decided to join an OU course. In doing so she not only changed her own life, but also turned her husband’s life upside down. He, being the man he is, cannot give in to Rita’s new aspirations, for his class and social background have told him that a wives place is next to her husband. Had he given in only a little bit he might have given their relationship a second chance. At the end of Act I, however, he told her that either she would stop going to Frank and come off the pill, or she would have to leave their home. 


This is what Rita does since she can no longer suppress her wish to live as an independent and self-sufficient women.          (209 words)





About the themes of the Pygmalion-myth, „Cinderella“, and „Frankenstein“:





In writing „Pygmalion“, Shaw borrowed and adapted many myths, which helped creating certain allusions on the part of the audiences, which in term were used by Shaw to shock and disillusion his onlookers and thus make them think realistically about life. The Pygmalion-myth, for instance, is changed in a subtle way. In the original myth the Greek sculptor Pygmalion, who made a perfect women out of ivory, prayed to the Goddess of love to give life to his sculpture. His prayer was answered and in the end he married is ideal women, then called Galatea. 


In Shaw’s play Professor Higgins is Pygmalion and Eliza Doolittle the women he creates. However, Higgins’ aim is different from Pygmalion’s. He does not want to create an ideal women, but is only interested in demonstrating his own skills.


It is typical of Shaw that he gives the legend a twist. Instead of fulfilling the audience’s expectations of a happy ending, he makes his heroine turn against her creator. Whereas Galatea is brought to life in answer to her creator’s prayers, Eliza develops in a way Higgins did not anticipate. In fact he did not so much create her, as uncover something which was already there. For Eliza’s beauty and natural dignity were obscured by the kind of life she was forced to lead in Covent Garden. In the end Eliza refuses to remain Higgins’ creation and even rejects him.


The story of Eliza is also a variation on the familiar „from rags to riches“ tale. This links


the play to the fairy tale „Cinderella“, in which a poor, dirty, badly treated, but beautiful girl is turned into a princess. Shaw uses one important motif of Cinderella, the shoe motif, to which he gives a typical Shavian twist. For in the play „Pygmalion“ the shoe is not the object by which the prince finds the girl, like in Cinderela, but a symbol of rejectin chauvinism, when Eliza throws his own shoes at Higgins face. 


With his allusion to the novel „Frankenstein“,Frank                                                                                                                                                                                                                                a


