Chapter 1: The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution





Information in brief





When the Declaration of Independence, drafted by Thomas Jefferson, was approved and issued by Congress on July 4th, 1776, this was not only the separation of the thirteen American colonies from the mother country, but at the same time the first mention of the "natural rights of man" ("life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness") in a political document. However, most of the founding fathers of the United States did not wish to create a democracy, which many of them equated with mob rule. Their prime concern was a rebellion against the principle of monarchy, against a king having too much power.


Thus the Constitutional Convention of 1787 developed a complicated system of "checks and balances", which was designed to establish a balance of power and prevent a single branch of government from becoming too powerful.


�





 Quite a few amendments have in the meantime broadened the vote (Negroes were disfranchised at the beginning) and made the USA a representative democracy. In order to secure the participation of the American people not only in electing the President but also in the selection of the candidates, a system of primary elections has been introduced to nominate the delegates for the party conventions in late summer. In these greatest of political shows the candidates of the two parties are nominated together with their vice presidential candidates. This has extended the election campaign to a period of almost one year, thus virtually paralysing an American President running for re-election. The relative weakness of a President faced with a rebellious Congress and the preponderance of bureaucracy are other points of criticism of the American Constitution.





�Politics


politics (pl): the system, the art of government, political affairs


policy: the political strategy,


foreign/ domestic policy, etc.


to be interested in politics it is the government's policy to cut taxes


to pursue / support a policy


political views / ideas / movements


government (BE) / administration (AE)


to overthrow a government


to come into 


to rise to              power


to be in        


�
The Declaration of Independence


to draft / edit / issue a document


to approve of certain principles


to contain a promise


statement of moral principles


to be endowed with inalienable rights


governments are instituted in order to ...


to be curbed by political checks and balances


to be regarded as a semisacred text


to present a threat to the Declaration�
The Constitution


it has the aura of the sacred about it


its framers could not foresee the America of today


its original intent is not always clear


its meaning was not forever fixed


the original Constitution accepted slavery


it required several amendments


it's all sail and no anchor (i. e. subject to change)


lives and ideas crash into each other


passionate and human issues surge up against the C.


it has made America incomparably more democratic than it was 100 years  ago�
�
Chapter 2: The American Dream





 Information in brief





Although the term American Dream is widely used and has become proverbial, it has never really been defined. So it is amorphous and everyone has his or her own conception of this dream. One of the best and shortest definitions can be found in "Modern Life": "... the American ideal of equality, dignity, and the chance of personal fulfilment.  " This definition comprises such ideas as "equality of opportunity", the immigrant ideal of the "land of promises", "liberty and justice for all" and "pursuit of happiness". Rev. Martin Luther King described the Dream for the black population as the dream of a colour-blind society.


For a lot of people, however, it simply means the opportunity of getting rich, or the belief in progress and prosperity.


Whatever the definition, most Americans seem to believe in the "Dream". And even its critics, like Edward Albee, want to correct the vision rather than abolish it. For a nation which has not been shaped by a common heritage of its people the American Dream seems to be the belief that unifies the country.


Like no president before him, Ronald Regan symbolized the Dream. He had worked his way up from humble origins, made a lot of money as an actor and finally became President of the United States. And he stated explicitly that America was to remain "a country where someone can always get rich .


However, he left his successor with an unprecedented national debt, which contributed to the current recession that America is experiencing. In these days, if we can believe the media, people are feeling that the American Dream is dead, or at least dormant.





 








The American Dream


rested on some pillars of faith


has been achieved in many respects (our quality of life has improved in  countless ways)


is fading as other conflicts grow stronger


is giving way to a deep crisis, which has been building up since the 1960s


goes broke for the middle class


�
Prosperity


was taken for granted


would automatically create the Good Society


can't solve all social problems


could resolve almost any problem


cannot be created at will


has brought many unintended and unwanted consequences has been more chaotic than we imagined�
The middle classes  the people


were raised to think you need a good education


never worried about job security


can provide for the necessities of life


remain personally content


have chased the American Dream


try to maintain a sense of control


feel entitled to rising living standards


believe in the power of prosperity


show growing fear of the future


are paying more than they can afford


carry big mortgages


are thrown out of work / are laid off fear hitting the bottom�
�



  





Chapter 3: Immigration and Refugees





Information in brief





Strictly speaking, all Americans except Indians are immigrants or the descendants of immigrants. But the "melting pot" soon made Americans of most of them. As long as the U. S. was underpopulated and most of those who came to the new world were from Northwest Europe, they were welcomed by the native population. From 1820 to 1870 approximately five million came, from 1870 to 1920 almost 20 million. Immigration was encouraged by the 1862 Homestead Act that offered land to any citizen or to immigrants who wanted to become U. S. citizens. During the 1890s and around the turn of the century, however, the character of immigration changed. More and more people came from Southern and Eastern Europe. At the same time the Americans became wary of immigration, feeling that their country couldn't absorb any more foreigners. As a consequence, Congress passed a number of laws to 


restrict immigration: 





1882 temporary exclusion of Chinese, made permanent in 1902; exclusion of sick, mentally defective, anarchists and other undesirable persons;


1917 most immigration from Asia and the Pacific is barred; a literacy test for immigrants is   introduced;


1921 introduction of a quota system to limit the number of immigrants: not more from a country than  three percent of persons from there already living in the U. S. Eventually 150,000 from outside the Western Hemisphere are allowed in;


1952 the quotas based on nationality are retained and the principle is extended to the previously   excluded Asians.





The question of immigration is still a serious problem with the U. S. Under the pressure of immigration from Vietnam, Cuba and Haiti Congress passed the Refugee Act in 1980, which provides for the admission of refugees for humanitarian reasons. And in 1986 illegal immigrants living in the U. S. A (most of them Mexicans) were given an opportunity to become Americans. Since the fall of Communism in 1989 the United States has slightly changed its strict policy. The Immigration Act of 1990 is more flexible than the former quota system: it has not only increased total immigration but also made occupational skills the main criterion of the selective procedure. There is at present a discussion going on as to whether the admission of these immigrants will hurt the U. S. economy because they take jobs from the American workers, or whether their skills will in fact help the U. S. economy.


1. Immigration


causes inevitable problems


leads to racial tensions / ethnic violence


has brought great economic benefits  rising income  clashes between


immigrants and poor native groups


�
2. The immigrants  refugees


arrive in great waves  daunting numbers


flee from poverty / persecution / political strife


yearn / long to be free


live below the poverty line


hasten towards the promised land


go through ordeals


settle in certain areas / near their own ethnic kind


are never truly assimilated


adjust to / cope with the new life


are anxious to find a job


try to move ahead


climb the social ladder


are on a par with former newcomers


suffer culture shock


�
�



3. The native population


feel sympathy


found charitable organisations


watch impassively


develop fears about the influx


hold protest rallies


are afraid that the economy can't absorb immigrants


are not disposed to accept more immigrants


are hostile to them


have a legacy of xenophobia


�
4. The government


face an intractable problem


distinguish between political and economic refugees


calm fears


propose bills to solve the problem


give preference to certain applicants


have to straighten out misconceptions


find the case for immigration compelling


have developed a pro-immigration consensus must honestly address the costs of further immigration�
�
























Chapter 4: The Melting Pot





 information in brief





The metaphor of different nations or tribes being "melted into a new race of men" was already used by de Crêves-coeur in 1782 and later by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 -1882). The term "melting pot", however, was made popular by Israel Zangwill, who wrote a play of this title in 1908. The theory is that immigrants from different nations and different races are assimilated and transformed into genuine Americans, both biologically and culturally. The melting pot seemed to work perfectly as long as the immigrants were mainly from Western or Northern Europe (English, French, Germans, Dutch and Scandinavians). But as soon as the character of immigration changed (cf. Immigration and Refugees, p. 25) it ceased to function. In reality it had never functioned, for the theory had not taken into account the Indians and the Negroes, who were regarded as "objects" rather than as equal citizens.





Today, with ever more Hispanics (Cuba, Mexico, Puerto Rico) and Asians coming to America, people increasingly feel that the theory can't work and are trying to replace it. Uniformity is rejected and such concepts as a "multicultural" or "multiracial society" have been developed. The new metaphor to replace "melting pot" is that of the "salad bowl". This metaphor is considered more accurate because the salad is a whole in which the different ingredients can still be recognised.





White Americans


trace their descent to Europe


feel pride in the American heritage


think of themselves as the picture of their nation


feel their culture is overwhelmed by immigrants


treat equality as a benevolence granted to minorities


deplore a multicultural society


see the new world as strange


Will become a minority group


Will be the vestiges of an earlier nation


�
Other races


trace their descent to Africa, Asia or the Hispanic world


define themselves as Hispanic or non-white


feel equality is an inherent natural right


feel anger and shame at the American heritage


raise their voices over affirmative action


raise their fists


�
A multiracial society


arouses much emotion


needs a universally accepted set of values


has got to turn the newcomers into Americans


debates where the nation's successes sprang from


debates what its unalterable beliefs are


is difficult or unusual


integrates immigrants who are committed to U. S. values


�
�
 


Afrocentricity


Makes people see things in a new light


is an emotionally loaded term


lacks a definition that everyone can agree upon


infuses the curriculum with information about Africa


is considered to be an ill wind


�
Scholars


say that the information is erroneous


consider it not significant


question the theory


want to strip Africa of its place in the world have purposefully obscured non-European developments�
�









Chapter 5: Racial Problems


information in brief





There are at present 30 million blacks in the USA (or 12.1 % of the population are black). Most of these are the descendants of former slaves. Their ancestors worked on plantations in the South and in the famous Dred Scott decision of the Supreme Court in 1857 they were denied the civil rights of the citizens of the USA (cf. the Ark of America). That decision contributed to the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. When the War was over in 1865 the 13th Amendment of the Constitution abolished slavery, the first Civil Rights Act of 1866 and the 14th Amendment gave black Americans full citizenship, the 15th Amendment in 1870 the right to vote. In the South anti-black laws were passed, the so-called "Jim Crow laws", which led in effect to segregation. Those who went to the big cities of the North to find work, were to live sooner or later in urban ghettos.





After the Supreme Court ruling of 1954 that segregated schools were illegal the Civil Rights Movement began to receive mounting support from both blacks and whites. In 1963 Martin Luther King marched on Washington with 250,000 supporters and made his famous speech, "I have a dream". The greatest success of the movement was the 1964 Civil Rights Act, which granted blacks equality in


all social matters.


After Dr. King's assassination in 1968 the success of the Civil Rights Movement went on: Congress passed a number of laws abolishing discrimination in schools, in housing, and in employment. A special government programme for employing a certain number of members of racial minorities was introduced under the name of "affirmative action".





Although the living conditions of blacks have improved considerably in the U. S., their infant mortality, poverty and unemployment figures are still high, whereas their median income is still much lower than that of the whites. What has happened is that a black middle class has evolved, which has followed the whites to the suburbs, where they enjoy a comfortable life in their newly acquired affluence. But at the same time they have left the less fortunate blacks behind in the squalid quarters of the inner cities, where they lead desperate lives in poverty and with violence, crime and drugs being an ever-present trait of their existence.








The situation


well-paying, unskilled jobs left the city


outward migration left the poorest elements behind


fewer role models are left in inner cities


those who left ... drifted out of the labour market


the development enabled the underclass to form


the proportion of black children in single-mother homes jumped ...


welfare programs constitute 65 percent of the legal income of single


mothers


there is ample potential for boondoggles (Scheinbeschäftigungen)


the civil rights movement produced pockets of progress


in spite of the gains African Americans remain lowest among large ethnic


groups


�
The black underclass in inner cities


are faced with obstacles to success


reject the values of the white middle class


are the poorest elements of black society


receive some form of welfare


live in broken homes


fail to pass on the value of an education


develop an anti-achievement ethic


do not value achievement any more


�
�



Schools in inner cities





ambitious blacks are rebuked by their own peers


insidious attitudes creep into the classrooms


the environment outside the classroom leaves its mark


the persistence of recession has made it more difficult to inspire black


students


there is a lack of association between education and post-school employment


blacks develop a view that you are a chump if you study hard


failure was attributed to institutional racism


teachers try to move in where parents have retreated


they prize education as a way out of poverty


they focus on building self-esteem


�
Solutions: Politicians/ Sociologists





(don't) retain much confidence that the problem can be overcome


blame ghetto poverty on the welfare problem


offer remedies


want to boost incomes to the poverty line


tout urban enterprise zones


propose tax breaks in inner cities try to reverse the pattern of black failure�
�















Chapter 7: Education





information in brief





The United States has not experienced those bitter battles over the educational system that European countries have, the almost religious war of grammar school versus comprehensive school supporters. Neither has the U. S. had such outstanding private educational institutions as the British Public Schools. In the U. S. A. the term 'public school' refers to the normal state schools. And from the very beginning these schools have had the task of fusing together American children and immigrant children from all over the world. So, because of t is additional function of schools the U. S. A. has developed what may )e called a comprehensive system. It reflects the American commitment to equal opportunity. The future scholar and the future shop assistant are educated in the same type of school: after six years in elementary school (in some areas eight years) the pupil goes on to junior grade (7 to 9) and senior high school (10 to 12).





The bright and the less bright students, however, often do not study the same subjects. Where they have to take the same subjects, there are different courses according to individual ability. They have a choice of different programmes, to suit the ambitions of the pupils. They can choose vocational training or more academic courses, depending on whether they want to take up a job immediately after high school or go on to college and university. The student is required to take a certain number of courses, such as English, U. S. history, mathematics, science and a foreign language. In addition to these compulsory courses he may take a certain number of 'elective' courses, according to his individual choice. There are also a lot of extracurricular activities such as sport or choir. There is no state examining board in the U. S. and there are no state examinations. Instead each school arranges its own syllabus and sets its own exams. That's why schools have to be recognized as complying with educational standards, a process known as "accreditation".





U. S. public schools have come increasingly under attack because critics seem to have recognized a decline in American educational standards, which is supposed to threaten America's economic role in the world. To meet this threat a lot of districts have now begun to create so-called magnet schools, which put much greater emphasis on academic achievement than the traditional public schools.





The pupils


attend schools


prepare for exams


specialise in certain subjects


receive specialised education


take examinations


pass an examination / fail an examination


gain / win diplomas or certificates


behave well / talk back


are alienated from schools


want more personal contact with teachers


don't make the grade


�
Public schools


prepare the pupils for exams


provide regular education / non-academic services


are anxious to have good standards


are getting better / worse


are failing / are doing a poor job


have been chronically in crisis


arrange the syllabus for examination


struggle with hard-to educate students


are forced to close their doors


�
Magnet schools


limit admission / exclude many students


select students on the basis of grades and test scores


teach a specialised curriculum


lay emphasis on academic subjects


are rigorously academic


are too élitist


are graduating high numbers of scholarship winners


have produced impressive results


�
�



The teachers


are responsible for what they are doing


are overwhelmed with paperwork


are liberated from bureaucratic entanglements


excite gifted children


encourage slow children


have to contend with drugs / alcohol


are (in)competent


are (un)able to cope with the problems


have (not) given up�
The public


expect schools to provide academic basics


insist that schools should pay attention to average kids


are dissatisfied with the schools' achievement


want a greater say in the running of schools


rate schools as excellent / bad


believe teachers should be trained better


call for a more orderly atmosphere





�
�



Chapter 8: Urban Problems





 information in brief





Americans are probably the most mobile people in the world, which may have a lot to do with their being a nation of immigrants. Traditionally, U. S. citizens first moved westward (the pioneers!), then to the big industrial cities of the North in search of work.


Today, however, the patterns are very different: most people are now trying to get away from the big cities and their problems of dirt, noise and crime. The middle-income families either move to the suburbs or they leave the metropolitan areas altogether and move to the small towns of the West and South of the USA. There they hope to find their dream of enough living-space and natural surroundings, a clean environment and friendly neighbours. Even the industries tend to follow this trend and establish new factories in these suburbs or small towns rather than in the inner cities. Of course, the lower taxes and maintenance costs in these communities further this development.





 The trend has created serious problems for the major cities of the USA: with the more affluent people (i. e. the taxpayers) leaving the cities, and the poor people mostly members of racial minorities either staying behind or moving into the inner cities, their revenues are decreasing. At the same time the costs for urban services, such as security, education, transportation, refuse (or garbage) collection, or for play and recreation remain the same, or are rising tremendously because of the higher crime rate and costs for children of minority groups. All this has led to the fear that the cities are becoming ungovernable because of their insolvency. The rising hostility between inner cities and suburbs was brought home to the public in May 1992 when an all-white jury in the affluent suburb of Simi Valley acquitted four white police officers who had brutally beaten up black Los Angeles citizen Rodney King. The ensuing violence in South Central Los Angeles - a depressed area predominantly inhabited by blacks - not only showed the abyss between blacks and whites but also between inner cities and suburbs.





The cities


embody the idea of innovation and achievement


are symbols of the possible


have been undermined by the loss of taxpayers


their tax base erodes


their problems are issues to be reckoned with


�
New York


was a beacon for the best


lured droves of hyperambitious baby boomers to Wall Street


is a cultural oasis


is the financial capital of the world


has a myriad of social ills


has a dilapidated infrastructure


has been hit by the worst crime wave


has plunged into chaos


is becoming unliveable


�
The residents


have evolved a calculating approach


are less limited than in other parts of the country


suffer from a surge of crime and drugs


seek refuge in the suburbs


are faced with skyrocketing real estate prices


move out / are leaving


�
�



The authorities


try to expand their revenues


want to get resources flowing back into the cities


propose a payroll tax on commuters


must prevent the city from rotting


are failing the bulk of the citizens


are at a loss for remedies


�
The suburbs


Suburbanites ...


are sheltered in tree-lined streets


cherish the fantasy of a homogenous middle-class society


know the city mainly as a skyline


spend like liberals on a spree for their own communities


don't want to be bothered


shudder at the prospect of poor people nearby


employers transfer millions of jobs to suburban parks


shopping malls sprout near suburbs


�
America


must rescue the cities


has been split by the exodus from the cities


is rapidly dividing into two worlds


is separated by class, race and driving time


is running out of places to escape





�
�















Chapter 9: Crime and Punishment





Information in brief





More than most other advanced industrialised societies of the world the USA is faced with the problem of soaring crime rates. A short look at the statistics reveals the urgency of the problem: 21,500 people were murdered in 19891, which is 8.7 per 100,000 of the population, as compared to 2,385 in West Germany (3.7 per 100,000). The picture is even worse if we look at the figures for armed robbery: 30,152 cases were reported for the old Federal Republic in 1989, more than nineteen times as many - 578,000 crimes - for the U. S., which has hardly four times as many inhabitants. What accounts for the difference in the crime rates between these two industrial countries? It cannot depend on the severity of punishment, for Germany does not have the death penalty, which is still in force in several states in the USA.





It is not easy to pinpoint the reasons for the higher crime rate in the USA. The high divorce rate and the ensuing higher number of broken families have been suggested as a cause just like the tradition of organised crime in the U. S. A. Inner city decay, which seems to be worse than in Europe, has been put forward as an explanation: people's frustration in these areas leads to drug abuse, and - according to a recent report in U. S. News & World Report between 40 and 80 percent of all big city arrestees now test positive for drugs. Moreover, in such a mobile society as the U. S. the traditional bonds of a coherent society are breaking down, thus leaving the individual without guidance in an increasingly complicated world.





All the reasons put forward so far contribute to the high crime rate - in the USA more than in other countries. However, there is another point that may account for the higher rate of violent crime in America: the relative ease with which handguns are available. The early pioneers had to protect themselves against wild animals, gunmen, and Indians. And as they were sceptical of the local authorities' Power to protect them, the Constitution laid down the right of every citizen to carry weapons for his own protection. Although a majority of people seem to favour some kind of gun control now, the N. R. A.'s (National Rifle Association) argument that "when guns are outlawed, only outlaws will have guns" is still quite impressive.





 If it really wants to curb crime, the US has to increase social programs, such as drug treatment, rehabilitation and therapeutic programs in prison and pay more attention to kids showing signs of criminal behaviour in order to prevent them from committing crimes. Yet the philosophy of American society has so far been to put criminals in prison. The U. S. has now the highest incarceration rate in the world - almost 280 per 100,000 of the population in federal and state prisons in 1989 1, not counting inmates of local jails. The majority of states in America have reintroduced the death penalty for murder. However, as the defendant has the possibility of appealing to higher courts, it takes sometimes more than ten years before it is carried out. The prisoner has to spend all these years in a death cell ("on death row") awaiting either the electric chair, the gas chamber or a lethal injection. But even such a harsh punishment has not been able to bring down the crime rate in the US; as it keeps rising, the death penalty seems to have no deterrent effect.





Crime


to be guilty of crime / to be upset about crime / to commit a crime


murder, rape, assault, theft, burglary, robbery, mugging, etc.


it has snuffed out more than 1,500 lives in L. A.


it is escalating rapidly


it is often black on black


it makes Americans the most violent people on earth


�
Punishment


a deterrent to crime


capital punishment


the death penalty


imprisonment


the incarceration rate


to rehabilitate convicts


�
The state


*is trying to cope with crime


*enacts new laws


must protect civil order


*tries to prevent crimes before they happen


*cannot bring crime under control


*must attack the root cause


*opposes media presence at executions





�
�



TV at executions


provides more accurate information


*says squeamishness is irrelevant


cannot capture the pain of the individual


brutalises the viewers


Will bring people to opposing the death penalty


begets sympathy for the condemned


�
The convicts


are convicted of murder


go to their deaths


are strapped into a chair


choke to death


could be incited to revolt


�
�
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