Gauguin, Eugene Henri Paul 

Gauguin, Eugene Henri Paul,  1848-1903.  Famous French painter, a postimpressionist and a principal figure in the development of modern art. He did not begin painting full time until age 35, before then dividing his time between his work as a stockbroker and painting. He was associated with the impressionists until 1888, when he developed his own characteristic style, synthetism. Instead of imitating nature, he created abstracted figures from the primitive subjects and bright colors he used. Despairing of modern civilization, Gauguin went to Tahiti (1891) and thereafter lived in the South Pacific (excepting 1893-95). Among his many famous works are: The Yellow Christ (1889), Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going? (1898), and Two Tahitian Women (1899).
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