MOORE, Henry (1898-1986). Generally regarded as the greatest sculptor of the 20th century, Henry Moore was also one of the most prolific. His sculptures can be seen today in museums, private collections, and public spaces around the world.  

   Henry Spencer Moore was born on July 30, 1898, in Castleford, near Leeds, England. Moore showed an interest in sculpture from childhood. After service in World War I he entered Leeds College of Art on a veteran's grant. After two years he won a scholarship to the Royal College of Art in London. In London he frequently visited the British Museum. The sculpture of the indigenous peoples of Africa, Polynesia, and the Americas fascinated him. These works, particularly the pre-Columbian pieces, were perhaps the greatest influence on his developing style. Moore's shapes are organic, inspired by natural forms and by the processes of growth and erosion. A recurring theme is the image of a reclining female figure.  

   Between 1924 and 1939 Moore taught sculpture and worked independently in his studio. Frequent visits to Paris broadened his artistic viewpoint by bringing him into contact with the works of such European contemporaries as Jean Arp, Constantin Brancusi, and Pablo Picasso.  

   During World War II Moore achieved great popularity with drawings that showed the courage and fortitude of his countrymen. After the war, when the materials for his sculptures were once again available, Moore achieved international recognition. His works were now in great demand, but Moore lived simply in the farmhouse he purchased in 1940. He continued working and he traveled frequently to Italy. Moore died at his home in Hertfordshire on Aug. 31, 1986. (See also Arts, The; Sculpture.)  
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