RAPHAEL (1483-1520). As a master painter and architect of the Italian High Renaissance, Raphael produced works that rivaled the well-known masterpieces of Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo. His later works used a new style that tended toward the baroque. His architecture displayed the exaggerated scale and abnormal forms of Mannerism.  

   Rafaello Sanzio was born on April 6, 1483, in Urbino, Italy. His father, Giovanni Santi, was a minor painter and poet who died when Raphael was 11. Later the boy went to Perugia as an apprentice to his father's friend, the painter Perugino. Gradually he became a greater artist than his teacher. From 1504 to 1508 Raphael spent most of his time in Florence. In this great cultural center he met Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, and Fra Bartolommeo. He studied and copied the works of these and other artists and quickly absorbed the new Florentine style. His works from this period were chiefly Madonnas--gentle, graceful, and beautiful creations, more idealized than realistic. Among the most famous are 'Madonna of the Goldfinch', 'Madonna and Child Enthroned with Saints', 'Esterhazy Madonna', 'Ansidei Madonna', and 'La Belle Jardiniere'. In his lifetime Raphael painted more than 300 pictures on the Madonna theme.  

   Raphael spent the last 12 years of his life in Rome. He was called to the city in 1508, when Pope Julius II decided to have certain rooms in the Vatican redecorated. When he saw Raphael's sketches, he commissioned the young artist to redecorate with frescoes the walls of four rooms in the pope's private apartments, the Stanza della Segnatura. In these murals Raphael showed his genius for grouping crowds of magnificent figures. He is at his best in the 'School of Athens' and the 'Disputa'. The 'School of Athens' shows Plato and Aristotle surrounded by philosophers, past and present. It illustrates the continuity of Platonic thought. The 'Disputa' shows a vision of God and the prophets and apostles above a group of representatives of the Roman Catholic church.  

   Julius II died in 1513. His successor, Leo X, appointed Raphael to work alongside Donato Bramante in the rebuilding of St. Peter's Basilica. Following the death of Bramante, Leo made Raphael chief architect on the project. Leo commissioned Raphael to make full-scale cartoons for ten tapestries that were woven in Brussels for the Sistine Chapel. He was appointed commissioner of antiquities for the city, and he drew an archaeological map of Rome. In his later years Raphael painted portraits. The best known are 'Pope Julius II' and 'Baldassare Castiglione'. With Michelangelo and Leonardo, Raphael is regarded as one of the three great painters in whom the Italian Renaissance flowered. He died in Rome on his 37th birthday, April 6, 1520. (See also Painting.)  
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