Romanesque,    Style of medieval art and architecture that reached its height in the 11th and 12th cents. In architecture it was characterized by the use of rounded arches and massive walls. It gave way to the Gothic style (q.v.). The Romanesque movement in art, centered in France, represented a fusion of Roman, Carolingian, Byzantine, Teutonic, and other influences and was marked by its concern for powerful imagery and grand conception.
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