baroque,    Artistic and architectural style, which flourished in Europe and England in the 17th and 18th cents. It was characterized by fluidity of movement and grandness of scale. It arose in Italy (c1600) and thereafter spread throughout Europe, taking on distinctive national characteristics in each area. Among the leading artists and architects in this period were (in Italy) Caravaggio and G. Bernini; (in France) N. Poussin; (in Flanders) P. Rubens; (in Holland) Rembrandt and Vermeer; (in Spain) Velasquez and (in England) Van Dyck and C. Wren. The term baroque also applies to a musical style developed in this period.
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